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'AN INDIGNANT PROTEST'
The head master of a Bengali school writes :
"Your advice and utterances to students at Madras, asking
them to marry widowed girls only, have horrified us, and I send
forth my humble but indignant protest.
" This kind of advice will tend to destroy the tendency of the
widows to observe lifelong brahmacharya which has given Indian
womanhood the greatest or rather the highest place in the world,
and destroy then* chances of attaining salvation through
Irahmacharya in a single birth, throwing them on the filthy path
of worldly happiness. Thus this kind of keen sympathy for
widows will do a great disservice to them and an injustice to the
maidens whose marriage problem has become at present one of
complexity and difficulty. Your theory of marriage will overturn
the Hindu theory of transmigration, rebirth and even mukti, and
will bring down Hindu society on the same level with other
societies, which we do not lika Our society has been demoralized
no doubt, but we must have our eyes open to Hindu ideals and
try to go up as far as we can and not be influenced by the
examples of other societies and ideals. Examples of Ahalyabai,
Rani Bhavani, Behula, Sita, Savitri, Damayanti will guide the
Hindu society, and we must direct it according to their ideals.
I beg most humbly, therefore, that you will refrain from giving
your opinions on these knotty questions and allow society to do
what it thinks best."
This indignant protest leaves me unconverted and
unrepentant. My advice will not wean from her purpose a
single widow who has a will of her own and who knows
brahmacharya and is bent upon observing it. But if the
advice is followed, it will certainly bring great relief to
those girls of tender age who knew not the meaning of
marriage when they were put through the ceremony. The
use of the term ' widow' in their connection is a violent
abuse of a name with sacred associations. It is precisely
for the very object that my correspondent has in view that I
advise the youth of the country to marry either these
so-called widows or not at all. The sacredness of the
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